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planned in advance, however, and will be part of planning
documents. (See Figure 4.13.)

COMPONENT 3C: ENGAGING STUDENTS IN LEARNING

Rationale and Explanation

If one component of the framework for teaching can claim
to be the most important, it is student engagement. Engaging

students in learning is the raison d’être of schools; it is through
active engagement that students learn complex content. All the
rest of the framework is in the service of student engagement,
from planning and preparation, to establishing a supportive
environment, to reflecting on classroom events. Lack of
engagement is generally easy to spot, manifesting itself when
students doodle on their notebooks, pass notes, or gaze out
the window. Occasionally, lack of engagement takes more
aggressive forms, creating serious discipline problems. Of
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DOMAIN 3: INSTRUCTION
Component 3b: Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques

Elements: Quality of questions • Discussion techniques • Student participation

ELEMENT

L E V E L O F P E R F O R M A N C E

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED

Quality of questions Teacher’s questions are virtu-
ally all of poor quality, with low
cognitive challenge and single
correct responses, and they
are asked in rapid succession.

Teacher’s questions are a com-
bination of low and high qual-
ity, posed in rapid succession.
Only some invite a thoughtful
response.

Most of the teacher’s ques-
tions are of high quality.Ade-
quate time is provided for
students to respond.

Teacher’s questions are of uni-
formly high quality, with ade-
quate time for students to
respond. Students formulate
many questions.

Discussion 
techniques

Interaction between teacher
and students is predominantly
recitation style, with the
teacher mediating all questions
and answers.

Teacher makes some attempt
to engage students in genuine
discussion rather than recita-
tion, with uneven results.

Teacher creates a genuine dis-
cussion among students, step-
ping aside when appropriate.

Students assume considerable
responsibility for the success of
the discussion, initiating topics
and making unsolicited 
contributions.

Student participation A few students dominate the
discussion.

Teacher attempts to engage all
students in the discussion, but
with only limited success.

Teacher successfully engages all
students in the discussion.

Students themselves ensure
that all voices are heard in the
discussion.
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Sticky Note
Quality of Questions:  The best questioning techniques build student thinking up through the levels of Bloom's taxonomy, engage students in exploring the content, get at the "why," and expose opportunities to develop connections, formulate predictions, and propose inferences or hypotheses.  Student responses are valued and the teacher is adept at extending or building on these.  Students also appear to have been taught how to frame good questions of the teacher, of the content and with each other.  (p. 79/81)   
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Sticky Note
Discussion Techniques:   Distinguished practice might be observed as orderly yet vigorous class discussions occur, involving all students, and often being extended by students offering extensions or clarifications.   Attempts to take the conversation off topic are quickly recognized and diffused.  Even during direct instruction, the class appears to be having a dialogue with lots of back and forth between the teacher and students.  (p. 81)
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Sticky Note
Student Participation:  Best practice would be observed when all students are cognitively and appropriately engaged in the discussion.  The discussion appears to be moderated by established management protocols, and by high expectations about courteous and productive interaction.  


