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8 0 E N H A N C I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R A C T I C E :  A  F R A M E W O R K  F O R  T E A C H I N G

DOMAIN 3: INSTRUCTION
Component 3a: Communicating with Students

Elements: Expectations for learning • Directions and procedures • Explanations of content • Use of oral and written language

ELEMENT

L E V E L O F P E R F O R M A N C E

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED

Expectations 
for learning

Teacher’s purpose in a lesson or
unit is unclear to students.

Teacher attempts to explain the
instructional purpose, with lim-
ited success.

Teacher’s purpose for the les-
son or unit is clear, including
where it is situated within
broader learning.

Teacher makes the purpose of
the lesson or unit clear, including
where it is situated within
broader learning, linking that
purpose to student interests.

Directions and
procedures

Teacher’s directions and proce-
dures are confusing to students.

Teacher’s directions and proce-
dures are clarified after initial
student confusion.

Teacher’s directions and proce-
dures are clear to students.

Teacher’s directions and proce-
dures are clear to students and
anticipate possible student
misunderstanding.

Explanations 
of content

Teacher’s explanation of the
content is unclear or confusing
or uses inappropriate language.

Teacher’s explanation of the
content is uneven; some is done
skillfully, but other portions are
difficult to follow.

Teacher’s explanation of content
is appropriate and connects
with students’ knowledge and
experience.

Teacher’s explanation of content
is imaginative and connects with
students’ knowledge and experi-
ence. Students contribute to
explaining concepts to their
peers.

Use of oral and
written language

Teacher’s spoken language is
inaudible, or written language is
illegible. Spoken or written lan-
guage contains errors of gram-
mar or syntax. Vocabulary may
be inappropriate, vague, or used
incorrectly, leaving students
confused.

Teacher’s spoken language is
audible, and written language is
legible. Both are used correctly
and conform to standard
English.Vocabulary is correct
but limited or is not appropri-
ate to the students’ ages or
backgrounds.

Teacher’s spoken and written
language is clear and correct
and conforms to standard
English. Vocabulary is appropri-
ate to the students’ ages and
interests.

Teacher’s spoken and written
language is correct and conforms
to standard English. It is also
expressive, with well-chosen
vocabulary that enriches the les-
son.Teacher finds opportunities
to extend students’ vocabularies.
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Sticky Note
Learning Expectations:  Distinguished practice is demonstrated when teachers clearly explain, and students clearly understand the goals, purposes, outcomes, and expectations for the lessons and units being taught. Context within the broader curriculum is explained. The tone of the classroom is purposeful and business-like, but also friendly. (p.77)

proutyj
Sticky Note
Directions & Procedures:  Best practice is demonstrated when directions or procedures are clear, the evidence being the precision with which students follow through, especially when doing group work without direct supervision.  Teachers are willing to provide directions in several different modes, and are responsive to misunderstandings. (p. 78)
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Sticky Note
Explanations of Content:   The most skilled teachers present and explain with accuracy, clarity, imagination, appropriate scaffolding, and energy.  The explanations are often embellished with analogies that are relevant and interesting to students and connect to their lives beyond the classroom.   The classroom environment includes opportunities for students to be explaining to each other.  (p. 78)
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Sticky Note
Use of Language:  Distinguished teaching involves the vivid, rich, error free and appropriate use of spoken and written English. The teacher realizes their use of language is one of the strongest models of correct usage.  The teacher's choice of words demonstrates a deliberate focus on the vocabulary development of students.  (p. 78/79)


