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7 6 E N H A N C I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R A C T I C E :  A  F R A M E W O R K  F O R  T E A C H I N G

DOMAIN 2: THE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
Component 2e: Organizing Physical Space

Elements: Safety and accessibility • Arrangement of furniture and use of physical resources

ELEMENT

L E V E L O F P E R F O R M A N C E

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED

Safety and
accessibility

The classroom is unsafe, or
learning is not accessible to
some students.

The classroom is safe, and at
least essential learning is
accessible to most students.

The classroom is safe, and
learning is equally accessible to
all students.

The classroom is safe, and stu-
dents themselves ensure that
all learning is equally accessible
to all students.

Arrangement of 
furniture and use 
of physical resources

The furniture arrangement hin-
ders the learning activities, or
the teacher makes poor use of
physical resources.

Teacher uses physical resources
adequately. The furniture may
be adjusted for a lesson, but
with limited effectiveness.

Teacher uses physical
resources skillfully, and the
furniture arrangement is a
resource for learning activities.

Both teacher and students use
physical resources easily and
skillfully, and students adjust the
furniture to advance their
learning.
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Sticky Note
Safe and Accessible:  This element involves the safe and effective organization of cords, lab equipment, and traffic flow, with attention given to special visual or hearing needs.  All student have safe and effective access to all leaning aids. (p. 74/75)
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Sticky Note
Physical Arrangement:  Desks, equipment, projections, computers, charts and board space are all arranged so as to be most effective and productive for all students and for the intent of the lesson.  Students may take some responsibility in rearranging these items for the intended purpose.  (p. 75)


