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6 0 E N H A N C I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R A C T I C E :  A  F R A M E W O R K  F O R  T E A C H I N G

DOMAIN 1: PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Component 1e: Designing Coherent Instruction

Elements: Learning activities • Instructional materials and resources • Instructional groups • Lesson and unit structure 

ELEMENT

L E V E L O F P E R F O R M A N C E

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED

Learning activities Learning activities are not
suitable to students or to
instructional outcomes and
are not designed to engage
students in active intellectual
activity.

Only some of the learning
activities are suitable to stu-
dents or to the instructional
outcomes. Some represent a
moderate cognitive challenge,
but with no differentiation for
different students.

All of the learning activities
are suitable to students or to
the instructional outcomes,
and most represent significant
cognitive challenge, with some
differentiation for different
groups of students.

Learning activities are highly
suitable to diverse learners and
support the instructional out-
comes. They are all designed
to engage students in high-level
cognitive activity and are differ-
entiated, as appropriate, for
individual learners.

Instructional materials
and resources

Materials and resources are
not suitable for students and
do not support the instruc-
tional outcomes or engage
students in meaningful
learning.

Some of the materials and
resources are suitable to stu-
dents, support the instructional
outcomes, and engage students
in meaningful learning.

All of the materials and
resources are suitable to stu-
dents, support the instruc-
tional outcomes, and are
designed to engage students in
meaningful learning.

All of the materials and
resources are suitable to stu-
dents, support the instruc-
tional outcomes, and are
designed to engage students in
meaningful learning. There is
evidence of appropriate use of
technology and of student
participation in selecting or
adapting materials.

Instructional groups Instructional groups do not
support the instructional out-
comes and offer no variety.

Instructional groups partially
support the instructional out-
comes, with an effort at pro-
viding some variety.

Instructional groups are varied
as appropriate to the students
and the different instructional
outcomes.

Instructional groups are varied
as appropriate to the students
and the different instructional
outcomes. There is evidence
of student choice in selecting
the different patterns of
instructional groups.
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Sticky Note
Learning Activities:  Activities are focused on developing students skill and understanding, aligned with learning standards to insure they are worthwhile. They are more than a list of things to do.  They are sequenced coherently.  They are always designed to require a high level of cognitive engagement of each student, and are differentiated not only for groups of students, but occasionally for individual students as well.  (p. 57/58)
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Sticky Note
Materials & Resources:  Resources are developed and sought out so as to require an equal amount of challenge of each student, and to promote a high level of engagement.  Students are often given choices of materials adapted to support their style, interests or level of readiness. (p. 57/58)
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Sticky Note
Grouping Students:  Groups are purposefully created in order to maximize the opportunity to differentiate instruction, especially for issues of readiness.  Sometimes the students are involved in forming the groups, but either way, there is data or rationale used in the grouping process, rather than random selection.  (p. 58/59)


