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performances, make home visits, or attend events in the
community.

A teacher’s knowledge of students varies, of necessity,
depending on the teaching assignment. A high school music or
physical education teacher who interacts with 400 students a
week confronts a different challenge than that of the kinder-
garten teacher with a class of 19 children. It is only reasonable
that the extent of their knowledge of students is correspond-
ingly different. However, even the teacher with 400 students
interacts with each one as an individual and can engage in
ongoing efforts to understand the various factors that shape
their world.

Demonstration

Teachers demonstrate their knowledge of students in the
classroom orally and in writing. They can describe their stu-
dents and what those students bring with them to the class-
room. Their knowledge of students is evident in the
instructional plans they create and in their interaction with stu-
dents in the classroom. But because a teacher’s knowledge of
students is typically far greater than that which is demonstrated
in any single unit or lesson plan, it’s desirable for teachers to
have the opportunity to describe this understanding. (See
Figure 4.2.)
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DOMAIN 1: PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Component 1b: Demonstrating Knowledge of Students

Elements: Knowledge of child and adolescent development • Knowledge of the learning process • Knowledge of students’ skills, knowledge, and language proficiency •

Knowledge of students’ interests and cultural heritage • Knowledge of students’ special needs

ELEMENT

L E V E L O F P E R F O R M A N C E

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED

Knowledge of child and
adolescent development

Teacher displays little or no
knowledge of the develop-
mental characteristics of the
age group.

Teacher displays partial
knowledge of the develop-
mental characteristics of the
age group.

Teacher displays accurate
understanding of the typical
developmental characteristics
of the age group, as well as
exceptions to the general
patterns.

In addition to accurate
knowledge of the typical
developmental characteristics
of the age group and excep-
tions to the general patterns,
teacher displays knowledge of
the extent to which individual
students follow the general
patterns.
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Sticky Note
Child Development:  The expert teacher has determined the range of developmental (cognitive, social, and emotional) characteristics present in the group of students they work with, and plans in such a way to most effectively respond to each student within this range.   (p. 46)


