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DOMAIN 1: PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Component 1a: Demonstrating Knowledge of Content and Pedagogy

Elements: Knowledge of content and the structure of the discipline • Knowledge of prerequisite relationships • Knowledge of content-related pedagogy

ELEMENT

L E V E L O F P E R F O R M A N C E

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED

Knowledge of content
and the structure of 
the discipline

In planning and practice,
teacher makes content errors
or does not correct errors
made by students.

Teacher is familiar with the
important concepts in the
discipline but may display lack
of awareness of how these
concepts relate to one
another.

Teacher displays solid knowl-
edge of the important con-
cepts in the discipline and
how these relate to one
another.

Teacher displays extensive
knowledge of the important
concepts in the discipline and
how these relate both to
one another and to other
disciplines.

Knowledge 
of prerequisite 
relationships

Teacher’s plans and practice
display little understanding of
prerequisite relationships
important to student learning
of the content.

Teacher’s plans and practice
indicate some awareness of
prerequisite relationships,
although such knowledge may
be inaccurate or incomplete.

Teacher’s plans and practice
reflect accurate understand-
ing of prerequisite relation-
ships among topics and
concepts.

Teacher’s plans and practices
reflect understanding of pre-
requisite relationships among
topics and concepts and a
link to necessary cognitive
structures by students to
ensure understanding.

Knowledge of content-
related pedagogy

Teacher displays little or no
understanding of the range of
pedagogical approaches suit-
able to student learning of
the content.

Teacher’s plans and practice
reflect a limited range of ped-
agogical approaches or some
approaches that are not suit-
able to the discipline or to
the students.

Teacher’s plans and practice
reflect familiarity with a wide
range of effective pedagogical
approaches in the discipline.

Teacher’s plans and practice
reflect familiarity with a wide
range of effective pedagogical
approaches in the discipline,
anticipating student
misconceptions.
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Sticky Note
Content & Structure:  Distinguished practice is demonstrated not only by having a command of the knowledge and concepts of the discipline, but also by discerning between peripheral and central concepts, as well as how those concepts need to be organized for the most effective learning. There is a deep awareness of how central concepts are interconnected to one another and to other displines.  (p. 44)

proutyj
Sticky Note
Prerequisite Knowledge:  Effective teaching includes a keen awareness of which concepts, skills and facts are prerequisite to the understanding of others.  As well, the teacher has great clarity about the best cognitive sequencing of learning, to ensure student understanding.   (p. 44/45)

proutyj
Sticky Note
Pedagogy:  The best practice is demonstrated when the teacher is able to use a wide range of teaching approaches, some general and some unique to their discipline.  The teacher is aware of and knows how to handle common student misconceptions.  (p. 45)


